


International Humanitarian Charity Penny Appeal 
have appointed a child CEO, her name is 

Shakira Rahman aka Kid Boss.

What’s it all about?
Penny Appeal are paving the way for charities 
by making a ground-breaking move to 
appoint a child CEO to their charity. 

Shakira Rahman aka Kidboss is just 11 years 
old, but she will report directly to the CEO 
and have the chance to share her ideas at an 
executive level. 

This is a real kid, with a real job, with very 
real issues to tackle. Penny Appeal wants 
to empower Shakira with the support she 
needs, to make a real difference to the issues 
affecting children in the UK today.

#KIDBOSSAMAZING

Shakira believes change will happen, her energy is 
infectious and it brings out the eternal optimist in us, that 

so many of us left behind in our childhoods.

“
”

Adeem Younis, Chairman and Founder of Penny Appeal.



#KIDBOSSAMAZING

Why Bring in a child?
The (Adult) CEO of Penny Appeal, Aamer 
Naeem explains, ‘Research by the Charities 
Commission indicates the under representation 
of young people on the board of trustees for 
charities. We wanted bring a young person into 
a position where they could have real impact 
within the charity and the world beyond. 

I think we have a great deal to learn from young 
people like Shakira. Not just by her bringing an 
insight into what children and young people 
attitudes are, but by strengthening the quality 
of discussion. She often says things that hit 
you right between the eyes and we need to be 
challenged.’

(Pictured above) The Chairman and Kid 

Boss in their first team meeting, which 

ended in a slime making lesson by Shakira.

What’s going to be happening?

Shakira will visiting Penny Appeal’s projects 
to find out about the work they do as well as 
meeting with children from around the UK to 
discover what kids want and need. 

Her mission will be to raise awareness of the 
effect the world is having on children, because 
whether it’s poverty, Islamaphobia or domestic 
violence, children are often the worst effected. 
 
She’s smart, funny and ferocious – and most 
importantly, she genuinely cares about her 
peers. From an orphan in the Gambia, to the kid 
down the road going to school hungry, she’s 
ready to advocate for them and she’s going to 
get heard, because she’s the BOSS!
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Kid Boss in Gambia
One of Kidboss’s first assignment 
was to visit an orphan complex in 
The Gambia, where she could get a 
real sense of the work Penny Appeal 
is doing and the big difference it is 
making to orphan children’s lives. 

Shakira went to school for the day in 
Gambia and spend time playing and 
talking with the children, finding out 
how suprisingly similar their lives are.

I was so excited to meet the children in 
Gambia, when I got there I spent a couple 
of days with them hanging out. They have 
breakfast at school aswell as lunch, because 
some children come from poor families. When 
I was told Fatima (one of the students) that 
some schools have breakfast in my country 
because children are coming to school 
hungry, she couldn’t believe that we have 
poor people in our country.

“

“Shakira aka Kid Boss

We have a selection of Gambia footage (and stills) available for your use:

- Shakira at school attending a lesson and playing.

- Interview with shakira about the experience.

- Shakira doing a short interview with a child from the school.
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Penny Appeal
Penny Appeal is a relief and development organisation with a really big
vision for the world. We want to create the best societies we can and 
break the cycles of need and poverty for good. That’s a huge goal, so 
we have become adept at turning small change into a BIG DIFFERENCE.

We are in over 30 countries around the world and for every project we 
do abroad we do one right here at home in the U.K. So forgive us if we 
sometimes shout a little loudly – it’s because we work with people in 
need every day and so we know how important it is to unite people to 
make this world what it should be: a place for EVERYONE.

Doesn’t that sound like the kind of world you’d want to live in?

OUR WINTER campaign 
Trended on TWITTER
AT No.1 ON Xmas EVE 
Above #XmaseveTHE FIRST EVER 

MUSLIM PANTO!

We’re PRETTY good at making 



For all press enquiries Contact Nazira Bemath
Call 07946381453 email nazirabemath@gmail.com

#KIDBOSSAMAZING
Penny Appeal is a UK registered charity 1128341 and UK registered company 06578382. 

I’m going to use my 
position to make 
sure young people 
who don’t have a 
voice are heard and 
if people don’t listen, 
then I’ll shout until 
they do.

“

”
Shakira aka Kid Boss


